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Practicing with a Lapsed License is Serious!!
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Your License is a BIG deal. It is just like your driver’s license or any other professional license you may have. Once activated (licensed), you need to become familiar with the Rules and Regulations provided to you by the State Board of Nursing via their website and the PADA’s website: www.eatrightpa.org. It is your responsibility to stay current and informed. 

As a Licensed Dietitian Nutritionist (LDN), your license is only active for 2 years, beginning in October and ending 2 years later at the end of September (i.e. Oct. 1, 2008- Sept. 30, 2010). That’s it. It is ONLY a 2 year cycle. Within that time frame you will need to accumulate at least 30 CPE’s. These credits will allow you to renew your license in good standing for the next renewal cycle.
When approaching the end of each 2 year cycle, usually around August, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will notify you about renewal. At that time you can renew your license (or inactivate it) but you MUST do something before Sept. 30th.  Late renewal is allowed for only a few months after the end of the each cycle but will also cost you a monthly fee. Practicing with a lapsed license is more serious and has additional consequences.

Unfortunately, we sometimes discover that we are practicing with a lapsed license many months or even a year or so after renewal has ended. The reactivation process is time consuming and it can be a very uncomfortable emotionally, professionally and financially. Not only will you need to contact the State Board of Nursing immediately to reactivate your license ($50.00 reactivation fee) but you face Disciplinary Action that includes numerous penalties and fines based on the amount of time your license was lapsed. You will also need to provide proof of the minimum of 30 CPE’s for that cycle. 
For example, if you never renewed your license in 2008 and just discovered it now (April 1, 2010) you will need to do the following: 

· DO NOT under any circumstances use the LDN credential or refer to yourself as a LDN

· Contact Valaree Williams, PADA Licensure Chair (vmwilliams15@yahoo.com)
· Refer to PADA web-site: www.Eatrightpa.org to familiarize yourself with Licensure. Refer to link: http//www.eatrightpa.org/publicpolicy/Licensure_Problems.htm

· Gather and make copies of your 30 CPE’s certificates of completion (8x11 sheets of paper).  Be prepared to send those to the State Board of Nursing. They will ask for proof of  CPE’s for only those CPE’s accumulated in the previous 2 years (2006-2008)
· Contact the State Board of Nursing immediately and request reactivation (call 717- 783-7142): Complete necessary forms and submit a check for reactivation ($50.00). Follow their instructions!
· Count up the amount of months that your license has been lapsed. The penalties will include a monthly fee for all those months that you practiced with a lapsed license.

· Be prepared for a monetary fine imposed by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania on behalf of the State Board of Nursing
· MAKE COPIES OF EVERYTHING!!!! (ie. Checks, forms, etc.)

Lastly, you are ultimately responsible for your license. If you aren’t a member of ADA/PADA/ local affiliate, please consider it! Membership is a key component to the success of any professional. We are a wonderful “toolbox” to help you stay on task and remain current. Membership in PADA keeps you updated providing you with a quarterly newsletter and the ADA’s wonderful journals offer free CPE’s. 
