Reporting Incidence of Harm to the PADA
In order to support the need for a practice act to further protect the public in Pennsylvania, the PADA needs reports of incidences of harm and adverse events due to nutrition therapy provided by unqualified individuals.  Reported incidences provide examples of the need for a practice act for licensed dietitian-nutritionists in Pennsylvania.   Examples of harm play a key role in illustrating the need for a practice act.

Incidences of harm can involve the provision of nutrition care, adverse outcomes due to interventions from unqualified individuals, and inflated financial costs.  Examples from other states include but are not limited to:

· Self proclaimed “nutritionist” working in licensed Chiropractors office who recommended utilizing a whole peeled carrot inserted into the anus as therapy to increased vitamin A in client that he had “diagnosed” to be deficient
· Health food store clerk recommended recipe for infant formula based on beets, oil, and vitamins only which resulted in neurologic deficit in 8 month old infant

· Person calling herself RD, LD but did not have any nutrition credentials, was recommending raw foods diet to clients over internet and offering nutritional counseling and MNT to cure specific diseases

Your reports are necessary for the practice act efforts. Simply tell the story of what happened including the advice given, the product used or advice followed by the client, and potential or actual negative outcomes. Actual and potential negative outcomes include, but are not limited to: adverse health events and impacts, provision of inaccurate or misleading information, financial impact, (including physician visits, hospitalizations, and product/consultation costs). 

Follow these steps to report an incidence of harm or adverse event: 

1. Collect necessary data for your report

2. Access Adverse Event and Harm Reporting Survey Monkey form at the following link: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SSGBQKL
3. Complete the form in its entirety and submit for use by the PADA
Document the incident in detail using the survey below. Providing your contact information will allow the PADA to gain additional information as needed and acquire a group of registered dietitians willing to share their stories with legislators in the future.

