Reporting Incidences of Harm and Violations of Title Act
Protecting the public from unqualified persons providing nutrition therapy is the key purpose of licensure.  Reporting harm and violations of the licensure act is the responsibility of all practitioners and important in protecting current licensure and demonstrating the need for a practice act.

Necessity of Reporting Harm and Violations

Reporting harm and violation is necessary because:

· You are required to

· If RDs do not report harm, other groups may gain a competitive edge

· Complacency will allow other groups to do so

· Reports of harm are your data for protecting and expanding your scope of practice

Issues to Report

It is important to remember that no issue is too minor to report, rather submit the report and allow the investigation to decide the severity of the issue.  The following issues should be reported:

· Violations of dietetics licensure statutes

· Inappropriate use of the title LDN

· Use of titles or advertising that misleads the public

· Any unethical professional conduct or behavior by a LDN

· Incidents that create potential harm to the public 
How to Develop Reports 

Reporting should be completed any time an issue is identified, frequent and detailed reporting are key.  The steps to formulating and submitting a report are simple:

1. Observe those who may be violating your dietetics licensure statute or committing harm

2. Make notes and collect the data you need; detailed reports are most effective

3. Report the information using appropriate form

4. Anonymous reports are permitted but it is best to provide your contact information for follow-up

· Anonymous complaints often limit the investigation
Submitting Reports

Two reporting methods exist due to the need to protect our current title act as well as illustrate incidences of harm to support the need for a practice act.  Violations of the current title act should be reported to the Pennsylvania Department of State.  Incidences of harm regarding nutrition practice should be reported to the PADA.    Links for reporting forms can be found on the licensure and legislation pages.
