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With the current licensure period expiring on September 30, 2010, it is time to prepare for license renewal. License renewal notices will arrive in the fall and will be mailed to the address on record prior to the expiration date of the current license. Failure to receive the renewal notice will not relieve you of the responsibility therefore it is important to update your address with the Board within ten days of any change. To avoid forgetting to complete the process, submit for renewal as soon as you receive the notice and make copies of all forms submitted for your records. 

Failure to renew your license can lead to penalties, fines, and unnecessary stress.  It is important that you take action regarding your license by September 30, 2010.  Late renewal is allowed for only a few months after the end of each cycle but will cost a monthly fee and practicing with a lapsed license is a more serious issue with additional consequences.  If you desire to change your license to inactive status, you must contact the State Board of Nursing.  It is not acceptable to ignore the renewal notice and take no action; this will lead to issues and penalties. Instructions for changing your license to inactive status can be found on the PADA website, http://www.eatrightpa.org/publicpolicy/Licensure_Inactive_Status.htm.

Continuing Education Requirements

The State Board of Nursing requires the completion of at least 30 credits of continuing professional education (CPE) in the 2 years preceding the renewal (October 1, 2008 to September 30, 2010). LDNs renewing their license will be required to verify the completion of 30 CPE credits in the preceding 2 year period on their renewal application. Submission of CPE certificates of completion with the renewal is not necessary but LDNs must retain the documents for at least 5 years and will submit this documentation only upon request of the Board, also referred to as an audit. 

LDNs who experienced an issue free audit during the last audit cycle recommended ensuring that all CPE credits meet the State Board of Nursing requirements for continuing education and that certificates were available for those credits. Adequate preparation will prevent scrambling to compile the documentation of 30 CPE credits in the event that an audit is conducted.  

Board Approved Continuing Professional Education

Please refer to the Rules and Regulations of our licensure act as well as the Special Notice for Licensed Dietitian-Nutritionists on Continuing Education for details regarding accepted CPE providers and learning experiences. These documents can be found on the State Board of Nursing webpage, www.dos.state.pa.us/nurse, or at the PADA licensure webpage at http://www.eatrightpa.org/publicpolicy/statelegislation.htm. It is important to understand that the requirements for accepted CPE credits are different for CDR and the portfolio process therefore it is necessary to understand the Board of Nursing’s requirements.

The Board will accept substantive learning experiences relating to the field of nutrition and dietetics which are not designed for the public, a certificate of completion is issued, and which are sponsored by:


-The American Dietetic Association


-The American College of Nutrition


-Approved college or dietetic programs


-Individual state dietetic associations if a member of the ADA or ACN


-Courses related to the practice of dietetics-nutrition offered by:



-Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education



-Accreditation Council on Pharmaceutical Education



-American Osteopathic Association



-American Medical Association

Not all credits that are accepted by CDR and the portfolio process will meet the State Board of Nursing requirements for state licensure CPE credits. Acceptable courses are outlined in the Rules and Regulations and Special Notice, via the links provided above.  All CPE credits must have a certificate of completion. It is important to note that the Board will NOT accept for completion of the CPE requirement the following:

-Academic coursework or programs on office management skills, entrepreneurship, strategic business planning, and computer skills, except courses directly related to dietetics practice

-Attendance at exhibits manned by detail personnel

-Journal clubs

-Professional leadership

-Professional reading for which there is no evaluative test submitted and no certificate of completion or CPE unit awarded

Resources

The PA State Board of Nursing is an important resource for license information;www.dos.state.pa.us/nurse. Also, legitimate questions or requests for the Board of Nursing regarding CPE’s can be made by contacting them via their direct line at (717) 783-7142. The PADA newsletter and website are valuable resources regarding licensure information.  Questions can also be sent to Valaree Williams, PADA State Regulatory Specialist at vmwilliams15@yahoo.com.

License renewal is an individual practitioner’s responsibility and can be completed successfully through awareness of the renewal process and requirements. To promote a successful renewal, continue to obtain approved CPE credits and retain the certificates of completion as well as complete the renewal application once received. 

