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Dear Representative/Senator:

On behalf of the Pennsylvania Dietetic Association (PADA), I would like to congratulate you on your election to the Senate of Pennsylvania/Pennsylvania General Assembly. Election to public office is a tremendous accomplishment that requires great dedication, and PADA wishes you success as you work to address the many challenges facing our state.
As you know, PADA is a statewide organization comprised of nearly 3,400 nutrition professionals dedicated to providing expert food and nutrition services to the citizens of Pennsylvania. We promote the role of registered dietitians and dietetic technicians in Pennsylvania’s health care system and the positive impact good nutrition has on overall health and wellness.  

Our members are employed in hospitals, medical clinics, assisted living facilities, government agencies, universities, food industries and schools, as well as in private practice in every community throughout the state. The food and nutrition benefits offered by registered dietitians include weight loss plans, nutrition programs, diabetes care and heart disease prevention – all of which help reduce morbidity and health care costs.  

Making informed food choices and developing smart eating habits are essential to a healthy lifestyle. Unfortunately, it’s not always easy for people to obtain accurate, evidence-based nutrition information. 

In order to address this issue, PADA’s top legislative priority heading into the 2011-12 legislative session is gaining recognition of registered dietitians as a provider in the PA Blue Shield law.  We are also interested in ensuring that preventative services provided by a registered dietitian are included in health care reform legislation being written in the state and in improving school nutrition.
PADA understands the state’s current fiscal situation and the need to focus on improving Pennsylvania’s economy. And while you and your colleagues must address a number of important issues, our members look forward to partnering with the Legislature to advance effective, pro-consumer nutrition policies. 

Again, congratulations on your election to the Legislature!  If you have any questions about PADA, please do not hesitate to contact our main office at 614-436-6136 or contact@eatrightpa.org.
Sincerely,

Your name

